The Order for Worship and Celebration

Easter Sunday

April 8, 2012
10:00 a.m.

Preparing for God’s Word

SILENT REFLECTION
Hope is the word which God has written on the brow of every human being.  Victor Hugo
PRELUDE
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Again”       Hermann Schroeder 
Anne Hoekstra, organ

                                                 “Because He Lives”     William Gaither, arr. John F. Wilson

Anne Hoekstra-organ, Taemin Han-piano

WELCOME

OPENING ANTHEM        “An Easter Symphony”    LASST UNS ERFREUEN, arr. Milton Rusch 
Sanctuary Choir with Handbells

Gathering Around God’s Word

*CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)


Leader: 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!

People:
Christ is risen indeed!

Leader:
In Christ’s resurrection, hope triumphs over despair.

People:
Alleluia to the Living Christ!

Leader:
Love triumphs over hate.

People:
Alleluia to the Living Christ!

Leader:
Good triumphs over evil.


People:
Alleluia to the Living Christ!


Leader:
Life triumphs over death.


People:
Alleluia to the Living Christ!


Leader:
Glory and honor and praise to Christ who lives and reigns among us!


People:
Alleluia to the Living Christ!


Leader:
Christ is risen!


People:
Christ is risen indeed!
*HYMN        
“Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
#123, Hymnal
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison)

God of birth, God of joy, God of life, we come to you as a people hungry for good news.  We have

been so dead to miracles that we have missed the world’s rebirth.  We have preoccupied

ourselves with pleasures and have overlooked the joy you offer us.  We have been so concerned 

with making a living that we have missed the Life you set among us.  Forgive us, gracious God.

Open our eyes and our hearts to receive your gift; open our lips and our hands to share it with 

all humanity, in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.
(Moment of silent reflection)

WORDS OF ASSURANCE (Responsive)


Leader:
Hear the good news!  In Christ, there is rest from your fruitless labors, forgiveness
of your sins, and guarantee of eternal life.

People:          Let us then continue our journey of faith and obedience, through the grace of
                      Jesus Christ.  Amen.
RESPONSE

“Glory Be to the Father”
#577, Hymnal
PASSING THE PEACE   Please greet those around you.
Hearing God’s Word

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Isaiah 25:6-9
CHORAL ANTHEM                               “Easter Hymn”                                             Edward Lester

Sanctuary Choir
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON



SERMON
“Hope Found in Fears”
Rev. Amy Wiles
*HYMN OF MEDITATION
“O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing!”
#116, Hymnal
Verses 1, 2 3, and 5
Responding to God’s Word

SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Debts)

BRINGING OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD


     Offertory
                          “I Know That My Redeemer Liveth”                             G. F. Handel   
Kaethe Henning-vocal solo, Taemin Han-piano
*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

#592, Hymnal

LIFE OF THE CHURCH

Going Out to Live God’s Word

*CLOSING HYMN
“Christ Is Alive!”
#108, Hymnal
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
                                                  “Toccata”                                  Charles-Marie Widor 
Anne Hoekstra, organ

*All those who are able may stand
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